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Are you a CHN member?  

 

Help support  

homeschooling!  

CHN is a non - profit 501(c)3 
organization that needs your 

support  

 

Please join CHN today!  

ñItôs the Holiday Season CHN Members!ò 

from  

California Homeschool Network  

California Homeschool 
Network  

 
California Homeschool  

Network is a  

statewide grassroots  

organization dedicated to  

protecting the fundamental 
right of parents to educate 

their children.  
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Boxtops 4 Education Program  

Donôt forget to keep clipping those boxtops tickets! CHN receives ten cents for each 

one. We use this money to help promote alternative education around the state. Itôs 

one of the easiest ways to help your organization help others to know the joys of 

homeschooling.  

The Boxtops 4 Education  website has a list of participating products you can search!  

Contact Adrienne Washington  to get details about where to send your neatly clipped 

coupons to. Or you can keep them and turn them at the Family Expo 2010 for an extra 

raffle ticket!  

Looking for a way to help other homeschoolers? CHN is looking for Local Contacts for 

the following counties:  

Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Glenn, Humbolt, 

Imperial, Inyo, Kings. Lake, Lassen, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocino, Mono, Monterey, 

Napa, Nevada, Plumas, San Benito, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, 

Santa Cruz, Sierra, Solano, Sonoma, Sutter, Trinity, Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba  

Being a Local Contact means that you have your phone number or email address listed 

on CHNôs Local Contact page. When people are researching homeschooling, they find 

CHNôs home page and they can contact a friendly person in their area that can help 

them with any questions they may have about homeschooling or support groups. The 

average is about 4 -8 phone calls and emails a month. It is an easy and rewarding way 

to help people in California be successful on their homeschooling journey.  

Contact Terri Larner, LC Chair for more information.  

Email Local Contact Committee  
(800) 327 -5339  

Cameron, Allison, and 
Megan Takahashi open the 

first door of their 2009 Lego 
Advent Calendar. They've 

been waiting all month to 
finally start!  

Cameron, Allison, and 
Megan Takahashi enjoy the 

festive holiday decorations 
at Disneyland.  

http://www.californiahomeschool.net/
http://californiahomeschool.net/store/events.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx
mailto:mailto:boxtops@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:localcontacts@californiahomeschool.net
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CHN Board of Trustees  

December 2009  

 

Karin Miller  

President  

Martin Forte   

Vice President  

Melissa Zawrotny  

Treasurer  

Pia Williams  

Secretary  

Loren Mavromati  

Tammy Takahashi  

 

Contact the Board  

New Kid On the Block?  
 
Hello fellow California Homeschool Network members. On November 1st, I took my 

seat on the CHN Board of Trustees. This is my first time taking an official leadership 

role in any homeschool organization, and I am very excited about stepping up at this 

time to be a part of the CHN team.   
 

While other states and countries are struggling over serious legislative threats to 
homeschooling rights, we've come through to the other side here in California. Now, 

we are working on maintaining our good standing with California legislators, the media, 
and educators by increasing our outreach efforts. The climate in California is changing, 

and I don't mean just the weather. Our public education system is changing and so is 
our overall cultural view of educational options. Having strong state -wide homeschool 

organizations is crucial during this time, as we see an increase in families wanting to 
know more about how they can educate children outside of the school system. As our 

homeschooling community grows and changes, we need an organization that can grow 
and change along with it.  

 
I always knew that CHN was a strong organization, but I had no idea just how strong 

until I joined the Board. Our team of volunteers does an amazing job at keeping the 
organization running at full throttle, with almost all of our volunteers still actively 

homeschooling their own children. We have a group of very dedicated parents who 
believe in the importance of the CHN mission to keep homeschooling legal and 

available in California, as well as to keep accurate information available to all. Thank 
you all for all you do.  

 
If you aren't already a volunteer for CHN, please consider joining us in any way you 

can. There are many small jobs that, put together, add up to more than the sum of 
their parts. For example, we always need more Local Contacts. These contacts are 

often the first line of communication for families seeking information about 
homeschooling in California. Check out the Local Contact  page to see if your area 

needs support. We can always use more articles and pictures for the newsletters, both 
online and in print. What interesting things are you doing? What's your perspective on 

education and homeschooling? Have you gone through something difficult that could 

help someone else who is going through a similar situation? Contact Michelle Huelle  or 
Crystal Torres  to share your story. We can also use lots of volunteer help for the 

upcoming Expo in August, including many ways you can help from home. Contact the 
EXPO Chairperson  to find out what needs to be done. We also do outreach events 

regularly. Consider sitting at a table with us, and handing out homeschooling 
information. And don't forget that CHN has a page on Facebook. Become a fan and 

support us there, too!  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, or just want to chat, my email and Facebook IM 
are always open. Feel free to email me  or the Board  at any time, and friend me on 

Facebook (as well as CHN). To me, it's all about the 

homeschoolers. So, let's keep the lines of 

communication open and strong between us all.   
 

Thank you everyone for all you do to keep 
homeschooling, in all of its various forms, available 

for all. I hope to see you all soon on the elists, on 
Facebook, and in person.  

Happy Holidays and have a fabulous new year.  
 

Tammy Takahashi  
CHN Trustee  

Expect your next issue of 

CHNzine 

February 

2010!  

Start 

thinking 

about 

something 

you can 

share with 

your homeschool community 

in the next issue. We love 

pictures, ideas, websites, 

book reviews, and 

ANYTHING from KIDS! We 

want everyone to have a 

chance to share what they 

have been up to.  

See you soon!  
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http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
mailto:mailto:chn_trustees@californiahomeschool.net
http://californiahomeschool.net/about/localContacts.htm
mailto:mailto:chnzine@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:chn_editor@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:chn_expo@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:tammy.takahashi@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:chn_trustees@californiahomeschool.net
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In honor of Thankgiving  

Homeschoolers are thankful for...  

Darrell Harriman ðAge 7  

ñI am thankful for that we all can get together and that we have food.ò 

Olivia DeLosSantos ðAge 7  

ñI was thankful for my cat.  I was thankful for my family.   I was thankful for my candy. I 
was most thankful for my nature -  oh yeah, and my friends!ò    

Cameron Child ð Age 12  

ñMashed potatoes and other edible things!ò 
 

Chalise Child ðAge 14  
ñI'm thankful for cranberries shaped like cans and moist turkey!ò 

Allison Takahashi showing 
off one of her many art 

projects.  

Megan Takahashi playing 
games with neighbors at 

Thanksgiving.  

Ashley Garrett ðAge 9 1/2  

"Iôm thankful for my family and friends and for my doggie  "Buddy" who loves me"  
 

Isaiah Cruise ðAge 9  
His family, his pets (all 7) all the plants that give us 

air. And God.  
 

Annalisa Cruise ðAge 6  
Pets, family, our home.  

 
Graham ðAge 10  

"My dog Moxy."  
 

Ashley T. Garrett ðAge 9 1/2  

ñIôm thankful that my Mommy and Daddy love me.ò 
 

Sunshine Neal ðAge 9  
ñI am thankful I don't have to go to school. I am thankful for my early Christmas pre-

sent of two parrotletts.ò 
 

Steven Larner ðAge 9  
ñI am thankful for my brother. I like him a lot and if we were not in the same class, 

then I would be real sad because I like doing things  
with him.ò 

 
Christopher Larner ðAge 10  

ñI am thankful for my bike and bike ramp, and a class I can have a lot of fun at. And to 
have a good family. And a day to go to the park with  

friends.ò 

Mia Lorenzini ðAge 3  

"This book that I'm reading"  

Julia Beasley ðAge 9  

"I am thankful for life."  
 

Jerick Beasley ðAge 11  
"Family"  

David Garcia ðAge 13  

"I'm thankful that I'm still homeschooled."  

Leila Barry ðAge 9  

"I am thankful for Turkeys!"  
 

Cheyenne Barry ðAge 13  
"I am thankful for Thanksgiv-

ing".  
 

Kyle Barry ðAge 15  
"I am thankful for holidays"  
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Trustee Candidates Needed!  
 
Are you a CHN member who is passionate about homeschooling and you're ready to 

make a difference? Now is the time for you to consider taking that extra step -
candidates are needed to run in our 2010 Board of Trustees Election.  

 
What exactly is a Trustee? A Trustee is someone who helps shape the future of 

CHN. This worthy cause is more than attending quarterly meetings, approving budgets, 
and developing long range plans; it's being involved in the progress and development 

of California's homeschooling climate. If you need more details, feel free to ask a 
current Trustee for more in -depth information. Their emails are listed on page 2  of 

CHNews and on CHN's website. They'd be happy to answer all your questions.  
 

Who is qualified to be a Trustee? You must be a CHN member for one year prior to 
the start of the Election, which is March 1, 2010. Trustees must be either active or 

retired homeschooling parents. Plus, six months of volunteering within CHN is required. 
We know that narrows things down a bit, but you still have plenty of time to sign up 

and lend a helping hand to one of our committees. We pride ourselves on being 
volunteer based -  the more our members get involved, the more our organization 

grows and improves.  
 

How long does a Trustee serve? The traditional term for a Trustee is two years, 

with the opportunity to run as often as you like. Trustees live anywhere within the 

state of California.  

 
Spend some time and think about this exciting opportunity! The Candidate 

Questionnaire is due no later than December 15, 2009. They will be published in the 
Spring CHNews. We urge you to consider running in our next election and helping us 

shape the future of homeschooling in California!  
 

You can find the Candidate Questionnaire here:  
http://californiahomeschool.net/about/CandidateQuestionnaire.pdf  

 
Submit any questions or comments to the CHN Elections  committee at:  

chn_elections@californiahomeschool.net  
 

We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

Rhonda Hamilton  

CHN Elections Committee  

Cameron Takahashi and his 
cousin, Christopher, explore 

the Huntington Library and 
Gardens together.  

Megan Takahashi enjoying 
the children's garden at the 

Huntington Library in 
Pasadena.   

Allison Takahashi modeling a 
scarf that her mom 

(Tammy) made because of a 
new addiction to knitting. 

Allison has her own projects 
too, but isn't ready to 

showcase them yet.  

Megan Takahashi showing 
off another project of her 

mom's. Megan is also 
learning to knit.  

Christmas in the Philippines  
By Nelian Harrimann  
 

Christmas is the best time for us kids in the Philippines. December 16 is  

when we start caroling from house to house. We make our own maracas  

from flattened bottle caps and make a hole in the middle and string them to  
a wire and that's what we use as an instrument. People will give us money  

and we share the money equally when we are done. We are already happy   if  
they give us 25 cents. Then we are happy to buy candies as our treats.  

 
Our Christmas tree is made of dried little tree branch. We wrap each branch  

of the tree with some tissue papers. When it's done, we tie some candies all  
over it for ornaments.  

 
Every house has a lantern by the door or window. We make our own lantern  

from bamboo and tissue papers. The lantern is shape like a star. This is our tradition 
when I was a kid.  
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