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Donôt forget your... 

 Crystal Bailey, our awesome 

Fundraising Chairperson, will be collecting all 

those Box Tops, Cambellõs Soup Labels, and 

Capri Sun containers at the Expo. And CHN does 

recycle printer cartridges and cell phones. Make sure you bring 

them to the Registration Desk during the Expo to receive an extra raffle ticket for each 

bag of items.  

36 Days Untilé 

 

If you have registered to attend the Expo this year, you will be getting an email from 

the Registration Desk very soon with some reminders about what to bring with you and 

where to go. If you donõt get it by August 1st, be sure to email Michelle Huelle . 

There are still spots for CHNõs Annual High School Graduation Ceremony 

at the Family Expo! If you have a graduating senior this year, contact 

Martin Forte  to sign up. Our graduation ceremony is a wonderful 

complement to your homeschool program. What better way to show your 

friends and family that you have completed your high school years?  

A cake and drinks will be provided after the ceremony and a 

photographer will be available for those that want to purchase pictures.  

Check out more Lake 

Cachuma Campout 

pictures on page 4 & 5!  

Lake Cachuma  

Teens in Solvang! 

http://www.californiahomeschool.net/
http://californiahomeschool.net/store/events.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/store/events.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://www.californiahomeschool.net/events/expo/familyexpo.htm
mailto:mailto:fundraising@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:libertyacademyanaheim@yahoo.com
http://www.californiahomeschool.net/events/expo/pdf/2010Graduation.pdf
mailto:mailto:Mforte@aol.com
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ñChoosing Up Sidesò by John Ritter 
Reviewed by Nikki Huelle  
 

I didnôt cry when I read ñChoosing Up Sidesò by John Ritter, but there were times when 
I certainly felt like it. I also was so gripped by this book that I, quite literally, couldnôt 

put it down ðI read all 162 pages one day. (Whether this is a testament to the bookôs 
enjoyability or a gratuitous boast that I shoehorned in to boost my ego is oh -so-artfully 

left up to interpretation.)  
  

Anyhow ðthe story is set in the year 1921, in West Virginia. Luke Bledsoe is a thirteen -
year -old preacherôs boy with one major problem: he is left-handed. Why is this an 

issue? Well, the people in the church he grew up in (especially his father) have always 
frowned upon left -handedness, considering using the left hand to be tantamount to 

walking the Devilôs path. He has been forced for his entire life to use his right hand for 
everything, and has always more or less accepted that this was for good reason.  

  
This all changes around the time that Luke finds out he can really pitch. Sports of any 

kind are forbidden due to their ties with ñvanity and pride,ò so even if he was right-
handed, Luke would have a serious conflict do deal with. Things being as they are, 

Luke must grapple between his newfound love for baseball and obedience to his 
fatherôs rules. 

  
In analyzing this bookôs message, I am reminded of Charlotte Brontë, who wrote in the 

introduction to Jane Eyre, ñConventionality is not morality. Self - righteousness is not 
religion. To attack the first is not to assail the last. To pluck the mask from the face of 

the Pharisee, is not to lift an impious hand to the Crown of Thorns.ò For, to me at least, 
this seems to be at least one component of the bookôs message: senseless bigotry is 

deplorable and should be exposed, but the Christian faith, when followed correctly, 
does not foster such behavior.  

  
In order to make this case properly, Iôd have to quote the whole book, but this snippet 

of prose (just after Lukeôs father punishes his left-handedness by beating him with a 
leather belt and breaking his left arm) seems especially poignant.  

  
I kept asking myself one thing. If I was the most black - hearted, evil criminal you could 

ever imagine, lower than Jack the Ripper, lower than spit or dirt, would Jesus have 
done what Paôd done to me? 

  
If I couldôve even one time said, ñYes,ò if only once I couldôve imagined Jesus ever 

using force against another man, then I wouldôve rested easier. 

  
No such picture ever come to me.  

  
Another important element of this novel is the treatment of Lukeôs father. Since he is 

the one inflicting such pain on Luke in the first place, it would be easy to cast him as 

the heartless villain of the tale, with no redeeming value whatsoever. Ritter 

spectacularly averts this, however, and makes a well - thought -out character that 
actually says a lot about human nature. It is clear, throughout the book, that Reverend 

Bledsoeôs intentions are good: to raise Luke into a good person. Lukeôs father is 
horribly misguided, to say the least, but the pain he inflicts is not deliberate.  

  
Thus, in becoming familiar with Lukeôs father, we are forced to acknowledge the 

uncomfortable truth that people who do terrible things usually donôt 
think that what they are doing is terrible. At best, they may know 

that their actions are distasteful but believe they are necessary to 
invoke a good outcome. The road to hell is, after all, paved with 

good intentions.  
  

It is for the reasons outlined above that I loved this book and had to 
finish it in under a day.  

Click the image for a link directly to Amazon.  

CHN receives funds for every purchase through this link.  

The Takahashi Family spent 
Fatherõs Day at The 

Pasadena Chalk Festival. 

Itõs the largest in the world, 

with over 300 chalk 
drawings. 

Dad could not turn down 
the opportunity to climb on 

top of a fire truck with the 

kids! 

The kids make chalk draw-
ings of their own at the 

Kid's corner of the Pasadena 

Chalk Festival. 

Allison and Megan get their 
first experience inside of a 

SWAT vehicle at the 

Pasadena Car Show. 

Cameron explores all of the 
buttons and knobs on the 

fire truck. Uh oh, Cam! 

Don't drive away!  

http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=californiah0a-20&path=subst/home/home.html
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A Big WELCOME to our new Local Contacts Committee Chair!  

CHN would like to thank Terri Larner for her service as Local Contacts Committee Chair 

and welcome our new, incoming LC Chair, Jennifer Eklund . Jennifer will be taking over 

the position, completely, in August.  

Currently, there are several counties that have no Local Contact listed.  

Unique Situations: Parents with health issues.  

Alameda, Amador, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Imperial, Lassen, Madera, Merced, 

Modoc, Plumas, San Luis Obispo & North Santa Barbara, Sierra, Siskiyou, Sonoma, 

Stanislaus, Tehama, Tuolomne  

If you live in one of these areas and are willing to field a few phone calls and emails a 

month, please let Jennifer  know.  

Endless Awesome at the CHN Expo  
By Tammy Takahashi  
 

Three days of fun, frolic, and adventure. Adults and kids, grandparents and teachers, 
speakers and crafters, all come together to celebrate the love of learning together. The 

CHN Family Expo is a the once -a-year opportunity to be a part of something grand, 
as homeschooling families from all over California descend upon the Ontario 

Marriott.   
 

These are some pictures from last year's Expo. Do you remember these classes? 
These speakers? These events? There will be even more this year. We can't wait to 

see you there!  

Teens hanging out in the Teen Lounge.  

A boa is THIIIISSS long!  

Thereôs always a crowd at the pool. 

Keva, Keva, everywhere!  

A mess or a blank slate for art?  

Teens dance the night away.  

The famous Egg Drop!  

Thank you, Joyce,  

for th
e wonderful pictures of la

st 

years Expo!  

http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
http://californiahomeschool.net/default.htm
mailto:mailto:chn_trustees@californiahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:localcontacts@caiforniahomeschool.net
mailto:mailto:localcontacts@caiforniahomeschool.net

